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Faculty of Education 

Summer Semester 1976 

Ed 483 -8	 CURRICULUM STUDIES 
(Group 01) 
Ed 484 -8	 CURRICULUM STUDIES 
(Group 01)

Intersession (I . S.)iiay 10th - June 8th 

Summer Session (S.S.) July 5th - August 13th 

Leaders: Professor John Trivett 

Faculty Associates: 

Faculty Associates: 

and Ms. Mildred Witanen

Location: Dawson School (2nd Floor) 
901 Helmcken (or 'Burrard and Nelson') 
Vancouver, B.C. 

(at present housing the Ideal School and the City School) 

Times:	 Daily: Monday-Friday 
Open: 9 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

The S.F.U. calendar describes the courses formally on page 189: 

"Development of conceptual and technical skills through 
workshops, seminars and directed and independent study. 
The course will deal with human development and learning 
in school. Stress will be placed on approaches to 
individualizing instruction and integrating the curriculum 
in different subjects areas ...... 
Prerequisites: EDUC 401/402" 

Enrollment will be limited to 60 students. 

Minicourses within CURRICULUM STUDIES will be led also by: 

Dr. Allan Cunningham (History Department) 
Dr. Frank Cunningham (Geography Department) 
Dr. Joe Sandvoss (Faculty of Education) 
Professor Eileen Warrell (Faculty of Education) 
Dr. Marvin Wideen (Faculty of Education 
Dr. Brian Wilson (Academic Vice-President)



CPA 

Participating Students 

In 4,eneral, participants will be students registered for the Ed 404 
component of the Professional Development Program. 

Eachof Ed 483 and Ed 484 Carries 8 hours of credit. 

Participants are, therefore, expected to devote 16 hours each week to 
the studies, since each course lasts for only one half of the semester. 

Each student will take part in four types of experience: 

I. An individually evolving, contractual, accountable program for the 
period of the course. 

2. Four minicourses 

3. Seminars 

4. Independent activities 

Students will be expected to remain at the Dawson School for the majority 
of their contracted time. 

The details of each student's program will be settled during the first 
week of each course by discussion with others. This will include the 
choices of minicourses. 

MIMI rnicc 

Six minicourses will be led by faculty members who are in accord with our 
basic approach and criteria of working. This provides a strong, coordinated 
team no matter what the subject heading. 

The leaders are: 

Reading and Language Arts Faculty Associate: Maureen Tomsich 	 (1.1.) 
Faculty Associate:	 Shirley Green	 (1.1.) 
Faculty Associate:	 Jim McDowell	 (S.s.) 

Mathematics Professor John Trivett 

Social	 Studies Dr.	 Frank Cunningham	 (Geography Dept.) 	 (1.1.) 
Dr.	 Allan Cunningham	 (History	 Dept.)	 (s.s.) 

Science Dr.	 Marvin Wideen	 (Faculty of Education) 

Movement Professor Eileen Warrell	 (Faculty of Education) 

Fine Arts Dr.	 Joe Sandvoss	 (Faculty of Education) 

Guest Leaders Dr.	 Brian Wilson	 (Academic Vice-President) 
"The Frontiers of Astronomy" 	 (1.1.) 

Ms.	 Margaret Phillips	 (from England) 
"British Primary and Middle Schools"	 (s.s..)
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Monday	 I. Tuesday	 Wednesday Thursday Friday 

9 a.m.	 - noon Language Arts* .	 Math	 Social 
:.	 Studies  

1	 p.m.	 -	 3	 p.m .. Science 

.

Movement Fine .
Educ Arts

except for May 10th and July 5th when Language Arts will be from 
- + p.m. 

Each student will choose two courses from: 

Language Arts & Reading ) 
Mathematics	 ) 
Social Studies	 .	 ) 

and two courses from: 

Science	 ) 
Movement Education 
Fine Arts	 )

3 hours each week 

2 hours each week 

Each student will, therefore, contract the following times each week: 

6 hours for two of the first set of courses 
L hours for two of the second set 

also 2 hours of scheduled seminar time 
1+ hours of independent time, homework, library study, etc. 

SEMINARS 

The scheduled seminars for all participants will provide opportunity for 
integrating what we do. It is expected that all students will participate 
fully, being guided by themes chosen each week relevant to the on-going studies 
and expressed needs of all. 

INDEPENDENT STUDY 

Each partic!pant will be expected to maintain a log or notebook and an 
open book; and work on a selected study relevant to what is going on in the 
courses and seminars,-valuable in his/her near future role as a teacher. 
Emphasis will be placed on sincere and honest contribution and not on format 
of presentation, which will probably vary widely. 
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The Approach to Curriculum Studies 

The approach to all we do in the Curriculum Studies for Ed 483-B and 
Ed 484-B will be that which is sometimes called "the subordination of teaching 
to learning." This approach is directly related to the on-going work under 
the heading of PROJECTS: SUBTLE which are co-directed by Professors Dawson 
and Trivett. 

Briefly this covers a set of attitudes to each other and a set of ways 
of working on and with students of every age who are continually challenged to 
recognize, understand and take responsibility for their own learning. This is 
in contrast to traditional views and attempts at teaching which seem to suggest 
that knowledge and skills can be removed from one person, the 'teacher,' 
and placed into another, the 'student'; 

Or that provided good personal relationships exist between the teacher 
and the student then learning will take place automatically and satisfactorily; 

Or that it is possible to know 'where a student is' in other than broad 
and outwardly perceived ways and consequently to programme his learning in some 
kind of so-called 'individualized instruction.' 

The 'subordination of teaching to learning' implies the setting up of 
situations by the teacher in which students by their very presence let alone 
their never-to-be-anticipated- responses, modify the situations continuously 
from person to person, and moment to moment. 

Teachers cannot know but a small fraction of what is going on within 
their students and then only outwardly to the eyes and ears. The basis of the 
universe is non-material no less with human beings than other things constructed 
from electrons and energy charges. 

The teacher has a very important role to play in choosing situations 
carefully amending them and involving students in the ever-changing drcum-
stances. All this with an all-pervading attitude of invitational participation. 

Situations which can be seen as entries into study, and their on-going 
alternatives, are among those which have proved to be in the teachers' former 
experience pregnant with powerful and intense learning relevant to the 'subject' 
or 'topic' under study. 

Sometimes the situations will provide simple information of codes, customs 
and conventions. At other times they will provide clues to integrating move-
ments of the self which bring together chunks of experience which otherwise 
may pass unrelated; 

Or the situations will give avenues to more inviting and greater chal-
lenges -----

Or to frequent discoveries,as if for the first time, of realities behind 
old beliefs with new lights of secure understanding and functioning which 
become part of the teacher and students. 

Therefore, a teacher has to know his subject matter, the art and science 
of communicating it and especially how this can be done under many guises with 
children.

L
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This is the approach underlying the minicourses which will be moved along 
in the seminars and worked on individually in the 'independent study.' 
For greater clarification see Gattegno's book: 

What We Owe Children 

required in paperback form by all participants. 

Reading and Language Arts 

will be seen as a set of situations involving the self which enables 
children to function in sharing ideas through the use of arbitrary signs, first 
written by someone, then read. 

Included, of course, are those aspects of people communicating with each 
other normally called handwriting, spelling, grammatical structure, as well as 
different roles which words play, reading and appreciation of other people's 
experiences which we can get from literature. 

Mathematics 

In this study we shall certainly work with some of the topics normally 
met in schools but not as things to memorize. Rather shall we produce anew 
what is needed from our own awareness of what we have to do when we operate on 
ourselves in certain ways called mathematical, studying relationships and 
'relationships of other relationships' - which is one definition of mathematics. 
We shall know why the various number operations and rules work as the books 
say they do and see what children have to go through to reach similar skills 
and understandings. 

The latter sentence relates also to the B.C. Curriculum Guide statement: 

"Math as a discipline, as a formal structure, must be built upon 
a sound foundation of concrete experiences." 

Science 

In Science, we shall recall Sir James Jeans' definition that the subject 
is "an attempt to put one's experiences in order," restricting ourselves to 
some of the interests of boys and girls which usually come under this heading. 
The working sessions will present alternatives through 'hands on' activities, 
discussion and reading. 

We shall also extend a scientific outlook into all we do, suggesting an 
approach to science of education. For Jeans' words surely cover all subject 
matter and ourselves as well. 

Social Studies 

Here we wish to enter situations which educate our awareness of what we 
might have been had we been born and lived in other places both now and at other



times, what we would have shared in living together and how we would have 
fulfilled ourselves. 	 Implicit in all that will be what is needed byourselves 
now to understand and even improve the contemporary world. 

Movement Education 

This minicourse will center on the relevance of physical movement of 
children and teachers for greater self-fulfillment and maintenance of health 
and energy. The programme will be based on the movement elements of time, 
space, weight, and flow. 

Included under this heading informally will be some study of aspects of 
movement not normally associated with P.E. Speech, for example, results 
from a learned set of movements of certain parts of the body 

Fine Arts

often treated as a frill will be enjoyed and seen as yet another 
vital expression of everyone's self which integrates with other 'subjects' 
the moment we think of the 'music of language,' the 'art of writing' or the 
fact that calligraphy can be seen as the skill of shaping ink marks on paper, 
just as sculpture is shaping clay. 

• Art makes ideas visible through the manipulation of line, colour, shape 
and shade; movement is a spontaneous connection between perception, feelings 
and muscular action; music is the manipulation of sound in many meaningful 
ways.

Children 

At the center of all we do will be children. 

For INTERSESSION the children of the Ideal School and the City School 
will be still in session and hopefully they will be available from time to time 
to work with some of us. 

Detailed arrangements for this will need to be worked out later but we 
expect to have children's groups to work in coordination with the minicourses. 
Another possibility is for individual students or small teams to work with a 
few children for their independent studies. 

For SUMMER SESSION the schools will be on vacation but we are endeav-
ouring to arrange for children to be available from a summer school. 

Summer Session 

During the first-two weeks of Ed. 484-B, July 5th-July 16th, a summer 
course for teachers is being organized also in the Dawson School, by Dr. Sandy 
Dawson. Teachers who have been working with PROJECTS: SUBTLE for a year or more 
will be attending for further study. The opportunity will be taken for some 
cooperation between Ed 484 students and these teachers, studying together and 
sharing pre-service with in-service experiences.

LI
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